
New, improved pre-application planning service 
The well-established pre-application process at Winchester City Council has been relaunched to 
smooth the planning process and provide bespoke advice to applicants. 
As before, the pre-application service enables applicants to engage with the planning team to 
talk through proposals and signpost applicants to important information. 
The approach is designed to save applicants time and improve the quality of planning 
applications received speeding up decision making. 
There will be a simple range of fees to allow applicants to choose the level of service that meets 
their needs which will vary dependent on how complex the proposals are 
The service will go live in Autumn this year and will be available 
on https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning 
 
 

Communities Prepared 

  
Communities Prepared is a nationwide community resilience programme which 
equips communities across the country with the knowledge and tools to effectively 
prepare for, respond to and recover from, emergencies such as flooding, snow, and 
other severe weather events and utilities failures. Led by Groundwork South, they 
work in partnership with the Environment Agency, Cornwall Community Flood Forum 
and Cornwall College Business, as well as teaming up with a range of other 
organisations at the national and local level.  
With backing from The National Lottery Community Fund’s Reaching Communities 
programme until October 2021, and additional support from The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund, the programme is providing community volunteers with online and 
in-person training, advice and support, tailored to local needs and priorities. In doing 
so, this supports the development of multi-role community emergency volunteer 
groups that have the confidence and skills to work effectively alongside the 
emergency services and other local agencies in order to assist their community and 
its vulnerable residents to become more resilient over the long term. 
 
This national approach builds on a successful Lottery funded pilot phase which ran 
from 2016 to 2018, supporting 300 volunteers from over 30 communities in South 
West England. 
The programme is completely free to join and offers a variety of facilities such as a 
range of downloadable and adaptable training modules, options for in person training 
and support tailored to local communities, example and template community flood 
and emergency plans, a non emergency advice line and online refresher training 
courses. 
Further details and how to join can be found here: 
http://www.communitiesprepared.org.uk 
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