
 

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a good New Year! 
 

PLANNING MATTERS 
 

 
Whilst most development changes are carried out with the correct planning permissions and 
engagement, too often the Parish Council and myself have to call out planning enforcement to 
assess a new development that should have sought planning permission before commencing the 
work.  For more information on enforcement and Winchester City Councils enforcement plan 
visit https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning/planning-enforcement/local-enforcement-plan 
 
This lack of compliance causes stress to residents as they feel that others are taking advantage 
and do not have the best interests of their community and environment in mind with the actions 
they take.  Most of this stems from lack of knowledge and bad advice therefore a proactive way 
to overcome this is to consult with the Parish Council, District Councillors and neighbours prior 
to any changes that may affect the character of the location and impact on the community no 
matter how small you may think the change would be. 
 
For more information on planning you can visit the Winchester City Council website 
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning 
 
Update to local plan 
 
In light of changes to National Planning Guidance the Council has to prepare a new Local Plan, 
following adoption of local plan part 2 last year in light of changes to National Planning 
Guidance. 
 
The purpose of the Local Plan is to provide a planning policy framework to direct growth and 
change to appropriate locations, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework 
requirement to achieve sustainable development. The Local Plan will also include a range of 
planning polices to inform the location, scale and appearance of developments.  When adopted it 
will form part of the Development Plan for the area. 
 
Local Plan 2036 – Evidence Base 
The Winchester District Evidence Base is information collected on key aspects of the social, 
economic and environmental characteristics of the district, to inform the preparation of planning 
documents including Local Plan 2036 and other policies.  Reports and documents will be added 
as they are agreed and finalised so please check these pages regularly.  The land that has been 
put forward for our village can be accessed via the link below.    
 
The 2019 Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment - SHELAA published on the 
website includes the ‘high level assessment’ for all the sites promoted for consideration - so for 
each site there is a schedule with details as to its suitability, availability and achievability, the 
three elements required by national planning guidance. Each schedule is also accompanied by a 
detailed map of the site and there are parish maps including all the sites within specific 
parishes/areas. 
  
The schedules which form the ‘high level assessment’ for each site therefore include :- 
·         Planning history 
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·         Suitability - are there any constraints legislative, policy or physical that would impact on 
the site   
 
·         Availability - any legal or ownership issues 
·         Achievability - according to the promoter can development happen on the site 
·         Potential density and yield 
·         Phasing 
·         Conclusion - is the site suitable for inclusion in the SHELAA 
  
The 2019 SHELAA can be viewed at https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning-policy/evidence-
base/housing/shlaa-strategic-housing-land-availability-assessment 
 
The intention is to update the SHELAA on an annual basis (to ensure an up to date record of 
potential sites is retained) and a new call for sites will commence early 2020. 
  
With regard to more detailed assessments of sites covering such matters as transport and 
drainage etc, this would be undertaken as and when there was known requirement for more 
sites. So basically once a development strategy has been identified and number of new units to 
be provided allocated, then sites that are available and deliverable as per the SHELAA 
assessment would be looked at in more detail to determine how they could be developed and if 
there were any specific significant constraints from these being brought forward.  
 
A matter to bear in mind is that often there are technical solutions to transport and drainage 
matters so these do not necessarily rule out sites from consideration. 
 
The numbers of houses that could be built in Newtown (which comes under the heading of 
Soberton) is quoted as 142.  These have been included in the SHEELA as within the available 
sites that can be brought forward within current planning policies to contribute to the housing 
supply for Local Plan 2036 and form part of the housing trajectories that are produced as part of 
the Annual Monitoring Report for the District.   What is concerning from my point of view it that 
these numbers do not take into consideration the nature of the village and the linear 
development and road frontage set out in our Village Design Statement and the lack of drainage 
and infrastructure facilities.  If this level of development is allowed this can only mean housing 
estates changing the character of our community forever. 
 
We all need to be aware that these sites fall under the PUSH area (Partnership for Urban South 
Hampshire) so that means there will be added pressure from Portsmouth and Fareham to 
support their housing number requirements with developments in places other than their urban 
areas.  
 
Therefore, all the sites which have been received through the call for sites are considered 
available unless information has been provided indicating that this is not the case. Those sites 
with availability restrictions will have this noted in the sites constraints. Further updates to the 
assessment and any subsequent call for sites will help to better inform the availability of new 
sites as well as those previously assessed. 
 
I feel that it is important that everyone is well aware of this, hence my highlighting again to flag 
this up due to the sites in our community. Please do read the main report on the above link as 
well as the summary of sites for Soberton and keep an eye on the website for any developments. 
 
Village Design Statement  
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Village Design Statements (VDS) are supplementary planning documents produced by local 
groups within each parish. Design statements are adopted by Winchester City Council as 
Supplementary Planning Documents to the Local Plan. 
 
The existing Soberton VDS needs updating to bring it in line with South Downs National Park and 
Winchester’s Local Plan. A draft has been produced for your comments.  This has been drafted as 
an electronic version, which can be updated easily in the future.  The draft VDS has already been 
advertised for comments but the Parish Council extended the time to the end of November as 
very few comments have been received.  
 
The draft Soberton VDS is available to view on the Soberton Parish Council website to view. 
https://www.soberton.org/parishplan 
 
We have created the document so that it can easily be brought in line as and when the revised 
Winchester City Council Local Plan for 2036 is agreed and published.  The Parish Council feels it 
is important to get an up to date Supplementary Planning Document approved for the benefit of 
our community.  This will be going through the approval process in the new year. 
 
Other information 
 
One to keep an eye on after the election: 
£1 billion deal set to solve poor mobile coverage 
Poor mobile phone coverage will be a thing of the past as the Government champions a £1 billion 
deal with the mobile phone industry to banish rural not-spots. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/1-billion-deal-set-to-solve-poor-mobile-coverage 
 

Contact your councillors:   
Linda Gemmell lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk 
Frank R. Pearson pierscroft@hotmail.com 
Vicki Weston vweston@winchester.gov.uk 
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