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Members will be interested to see the updated LCA:

Winchester City
Councillor
Vicki Weston

https://www.southd
owns.gov.uk/lands
cape-designconservation/south
-downs-landscapecharacterassessment/southdowns-landscapecharacterassessment-2020/

The proportion of council tax
paid to Winchester City
Council will increase by three
percent which means that,
from April 2021, a Band D
property will pay an extra
£4.25 per year.
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Your riparian
responsibilities
Watch a short video
explaining your riparia
responsibilities via the below
Winchester
City Council is inviting public feedback on the potential Strategic Issues and Priorities for a new Local Plan which
link
will cover the district outside of the South Downs National Park.

https://www.youtube.com/wa

To reach as many people as possible, there are a range of ways that local people can have their say. Parish Councils have
tch?v=an4KpfaRwBg&featur
been
briefed and provided with information to help them spread the word in their communities, and a series of online events
fore=youtu.be
members of the public, businesses and community groups are being arranged for 2pm on 4 March, 7pm 9 March, 10am
12 March and 10.30am on 20 March. Registration for these events will be on the new Local Plan website where you will also
be able to provide comments on the Strategic Issues and Priorities document.
In response to the climate emergency declared by the council in 2019, carbon neutrality targets will be at the centre of the
new Local Plan, alongside other key themes addressing the need for housing, jobs, shopping, transport and other
infrastructure, and community facilities as well as how best to protect our rich built and natural heritage.
This initial consultation seeks to determine the high level priorities the Local Plan is to address, before consulting further on
more detailed proposals as the plan evolves, so we are not proposing any sites for development at this point. Therefore the
council is inviting views from residents, businesses, parish councils, community groups, and from anyone with an interest in
the district, including those living or working in the South Downs National Park, about what is important to them. The new
Local Plan will help shape future development in our city, market towns, villages and countryside so we are seeking
comments from as many people as possible which will feed into the plan making process.
The Local Plan will cover nine interlocking areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carbon Neutrality
Biodiversity and the Natural Environment
Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment
Homes for All
Creating a Vibrant Economy
Promoting Sustainable Transport and Active Travel
Living Well
Low Carbon Infrastructure and Local Plan Viability
Delivery and Success of the Local Plan

There will be an opportunity for everyone to comment on the Strategic Issues & Priorities document and an Integrated Impact
Assessment as part of this phase of consultation which launched on 15 February and will run to midnight on 12 April 2021.
Alongside the consultation there will be a ‘Call for sites’ for brownfield land, sites for housing, self-build/custom build, gypsy
and travellers, employment, renewable energy generation, biodiversity offsetting, carbon offsetting, nutrient offsetting and
green infrastructure. This is to make sure we have the most up-date information about the availability land for development
when we move on to the next stage of developing the new Local Plan, which will involve identifying sites for development,
having considered all the feedback received from the Strategic Issues and Priorities consultation.
Anyone without access to the internet who would like to have the information in hard copy can call 01962 848 508 and the
document will be sent to them in the post. There will also be announcements on Wave FM about the Local Plan consultation
and posters will be displayed at a wide range of locations across the district
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( Data and graphic taken from WWF and Environment agency publications)
Have you ever considered what volume of untreated sewage is being discharged into the environment every day?
Sewage pollution is a hidden problem but we often smell it but is curious how everyone appears to ignore it. Is that
because there is very little information is in the public domain, so public awareness is low?
Here are some facts:
•
•
•
•
•

2016 State of Nature Report report showing 56% of species in the UK in decline
Four out of five rivers (80%) in England and Wales fail to achieve ‘good ecological status’.
Pollution from wastewater is one of the top three management reasons for failing to meet good ecological status the other two are pollution from rural areas and physical modification.
Factors contributing to sewage pollution incidents include shortcomings in monitoring, management and risk
assessments, operational practice and staff culture.
Natural England research found that many septic tank systems do not function properly –
▪ being either incorrectly sited (too close to a river),
▪ improperly maintained
▪ too small for the household – this can have a significant local impact e.g. up to 700% increase in
downstream concentrations of phosphorous66.

Just 16% of our waters (14% of rivers) meet the criteria for ‘good ecological status’, the same percentage as in 2016. As
population growth, land use and climate change are having a significant impact on our water environment, the data
shows we are running to stand still.
Environment Agency data on reasons for not achieving good ecological status in waterbodies shows that, on average,
sewage discharges from such properties affect 8% of failing rivers. However, given their distribution across the country,
they can have major impacts in certain catchments. The headline figure is also likely to be a significant underestimate of

impact – due to the nature of monitoring and the fact that so little is known about the whereabouts of non-mains
discharges.
ARE YOU CONTRIBUTING TO THE DISCHARGE OF UNTREATED SEWAGE DIRECTLY INTO THE ENVIROMENT AND OUR
RIVERS THE MEON AND THE WALLINGTON?
ARE YOU CONTRIBUTING TO THE DECLINE OF BIODIVERISTY AND SPECIES HERE IN THE UK?
Check out the binding rules for small sewage discharge to the ground.
General binding rules: small sewage discharge to the ground - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
PROTECT THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT
Wastewater treatment can cause pollution through day to day discharges of treated wastewater from sewage treatment
works and through intermittent overflows into rivers at times when the sewage network becomes overloaded. Sewage
pollution can lead to pollutants entering the water environment. These include organic material that depletes the
dissolved oxygen in the water, and other pollutants such as phosphorus, nitrates, ammonia, pathogens, and manmade
toxic chemicals. 36% of water bodies are being impacted by pollution from wastewater.
NO households in our community not connected to mains sewerage, so if sewage treatment works or septic tanks,
cesspits are not properly maintained, these can be highly polluting to the local environment. Septic tank owners are
meant to comply with General Binding Rules – statutory requirements set by the UK government – meaning they could
be fined by the environmental regulators if they do not properly maintain them.
The public have said that they want rivers safe to swim in and think regulators and companies should do more to tackle
pollution but actually it is down to all of us in our area. Public awareness of these issues seems to be low with many not
aware that raw sewage could even be released into rivers. So think before flushing or putting down the drain something
that should be disposed of correctly and safely
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If you have a sewage treatment plant or a septic tank here are some
Do’s and Don’t as a reminder

Let us all “stand up for the environment – including our cherished
rivers”
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