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Appendix 2
Summary Sheet of Questionnaire results

Soberton Parish Plan - Appendices

4

Appendix 3
Top Ten Issues Of The Village
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Appendix 4
Blueprint Survey Results December 2010
RETURNED
QUESTIONNAIRES

Question 1
GENDER
Male
Female

93
91

Question 2
AGE GROUP
0-16
17-25
26-40
41-64
65-80
80 -100

5
5
15
83
66
10

Question 3
STATUS
Single
Married or partnered
Children at home
Retired Single
Retired Married
Retired with partner in employment
Disabled
Carer
Other

12
118
31
12
50
3
3
5
2

Question 4
WHAT DO YOU LIVE IN
Rented (private)
Home Owner
Second Home

3
176
1

Question 5
TRAVEL
Locally
Portsmouth
Southampton
Winchester
London
Work from home
Other

20
17
8
16
11
31
37
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no need to travel to work

36

Question 6
PUBLIC TRANSPORT NEEDS IN THE FUTURE
No change
Community bus/Mini Bus
Regular Bus service
Other

38
75
77
0

Question 7
PARISH CHANGE IN NEXT 20 YEARS
Little of no change
Small scale new housing
Large scale new housing
Employment opportunities
Other

108
75
0
12
2

Question 8
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Little change
New facilities at the recreation ground
Other

93
42
39

Question 9
EMPLOYMENT NEEDS IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS
More home working
More Office or industrial/business units
more open storage sites
Other

176
4
0
11

Question 10
DEVLOPMENTS
OK but needs better control
They are not right for our Parish

19
166

Question 10a
WOW AND FARHAM SDA
no impact on this area
a small impact
a large impact

11
62
100

Question 11
RENEWABLE ENERGY
no need for renewable energy
solar panels roof mounted/stand alone
Wind farms
all new homes to be built to highest energy standards available

7
101
9
133

Question 12
LOCAL GAPS AND GLIMPSES - VDS
not important
very important

2
178
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Q8 Other
LOCAL SHOPS
MORE TRANSPORT LINKS
SKATE PARK
BETTER MOBILE PHONE COVERAGE AND BROADBAND
LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO USE LOCAL WORKFORCE
SPEED BUMPS AND SPEED CONTROLS
MOBILE SHOPS
HOME HELP FOR THE ELDERLY
LIBRARY IN WICKHAM OR DENMEAD
MAINS DRAINAGE AND MAINS GAS
WEEKLY REFUSE COLLECTION

26
8
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

COMMENTS
INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY
REMAIN A VILLAGE
ABSENCE OF URBAN FEATURES AND MAINTAINING RURAL
CHARACTER
RURAL CHARACTER AND QUITENESS
WE WANT TO KEEP OUR OPEN SPACES
TOUGHENING OF PLANNING LAWS
IMPROVED TRANSPORT LINKS
CONCERNS OF SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIAL UNITS BECOMING TO
LARGE
HORSECULTURE CONCERNS OF GROWTH
TRAFFIC & SPEEDING ISSUES
CONCERNS OF CARAVAN SITES
ONLY SMALL SCALE DEVLEOPMENTS
LESS SAFE THAN BEFORE DUE TO INCREASED CRIME AND TRAFFIC
FAILURE OF WCC/HCC TO NOTE VDS
MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR LOCALS
IMPORVED BROADBAND
BETTER SKATE PARK - BOX BOWL
CONCERNS OF BECOMING A RAT RUN SHORT CUTS
WEEKLY REFUSE COLLECTIONS
CONCERNS RE ENCROACHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT

Soberton Parish Plan - Appendices

53
51
42
40
28
23
19
15
14
13
5
4
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
2
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Pie Charts of the Results from the Blueprint Survey.
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Summary of the Blueprint Newtown and Soberton
Questionnaire.

184 questionnaires returned.
51% Male and 49% Female
81% ranged from 41 to 80
50% are married or partnered with 28% retired.
97% are Home Owners
38% do not need to travel to work with 18% working from
home. 21% fell into the other category and only 6% travelling to
London.
80% want improved transport with either regular bus service or
community bus.
55% want little or no change with the next group of 39% in
favour of small scale new housing.
Most are happy with the community facilities, 54% want no
change and 24% want new facilities on the recreation ground,
22% want other things like village shop.
92% want more working from home and 90% are against
developments like caravan parks, open storage industrial units.
58% feel that the housing developments of WOW and
Fareham SDA will have a large impact with only 6% saying that
there will be no impact on this area
Renewable Energy
53% want all new houses to be built to the highest standards
with only 40% in favour of solar panels. 4% are happy to see
Windfarms and 3% think there is not need.
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99% of you feel that our Village Design Statement and Local
Gaps and Glimpses are very important.
Selected typical Comments from the Blueprint Newtown
and Soberton Questionnaire.
Comments from the forms from individuals in italics bold.
What is evident from the returned forms and the comments is how important our
Village Community and how it should be retained. The Rural Character, the
quietness and the preservation of our open spaces.
We live in an unusually beautiful and special location and it is vitally important
that this is retained for future generations.
It is a beautiful area with friendly caring people.
The inclusive and friendly village community, and its excellent sense of
community spirit and its old values.
We live here to enjoy a quieter, more tranquil pace of life which is relatively
free form traffic and urban noise. I value the natural beauty of the area, the
diversity of habits and the protected status of some of the Downland and
forested areas.
Small community with shared values, we take care of neighbours.
Good quality of life and a healthy start for children.
Peace and quiet (as long as it lasts)!
Open spaces and Local green gaps, views and glimpses are of great value to the
people that live here are high on the priority to be maintained.
The fields and open spaces kept the village small and contained which is its
charm
We enjoy green glimpses and walking paths in our area including access to
the old railway.
To enjoy the countryside through views
Most important factor open spaces county views, quiet and not too many
houses.
Open countryside
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The village as we know it will be swallowed up and lose its identity like so
many others have done.
Many of the residents express their concerns about small scale existing business
activities migrating into larger operations, creating noise and nuisance issues.
I am very concerned about the growth of horse paddocks, open storage,
official and unofficial caravan parks which are visually very intrusive and give
the area a cluttered and very untidy appearance. I believe we do need some
very small scale business units to promote genuine local employment. They
should ideally be very “green” and low impact.
The place for industrial sites is on Industrial Estates.
Have concerns that small scale industrial units migrate to larger operations,
such as Blanchard Wells or Watson Dairies.
Very strongly against development of Blanchard Wells.
To allow businesses such as Blanchard Wells into a rural village when we
were told by Winchester Planning that this is a conservation area.
Cannot understand why Blanchard Wells allowed to establish when there are
plenty of brown field sites with better access to motorways which impact less
on local communities.
Roads not built for heavy traffic.
Many have asked for more control of commercial and industrial type of
developments. The encroachment of development has been raised and requests
for the toughening of planning laws to prevent development outside the
development boundaries. Any development within the village is to be small scale
and in keeping with the existing character of the village, with the use of infill in some
areas. However there are a few comments to the contrary to recommending infill
and garden grabbing.
I would support a toughening of planning laws to prevent development
outside development boundaries.
Sensible infill in existing villages with ‘eco” housing and good broadband
connection will increase working form home.
Increased traffic is a big issue for many as is traffic and speed in general in the
village. There is not enough enforcement of the ‘village 30” speed limits and with
future proposed development in the District, there are concerns of the village
becoming a Rat Run
Do not feel safe due to the rise in local rural crime and heavier traffic caused
by the caravan park.
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We see increased in traffic coming between A32 and Waterlooville/Havant.
Speeding traffic particularly motorbikes on the A32 in a continuing concern.
The increase heavy traffic by Blanchard Wells on non-national supported
roads is a disgrace.
Lanes are too narrow for some of the huge lorries which already cause
damage to the roadside Hedges/Verges
Nothing to increase heavy traffic.
Concerns that existing small dwellings are being lost due to extensions and the
knocking down and rebuilding much larger dwellings.
Knocking down of existing housing stock and replacing them with nondescript “executive” homes which are not in keeping with the existing
character of our village.
Further housing development is inevitable but it is vital that this is on a small
scale and in keeping with the existing village character.
We need to fight to save villages and NOT ruin them with business premises
and social housing.
Improved public transport and community transport for all ages is required by many
and is something has this community would like to see evolve with increased
broadband speed and more home working. 18% of the responses to question 8
wanted more transport links and this was increased with 10% adding this to their
individual comments.
We could do with better bus transport.
Age profile of residents in the area is increasing therefore more need for
public transport.
A local shop and post office is highlighted as a need by many. 57% of the
responses required a local shop
Lack of Village Shop a ‘downer’
Therefore what can be drawn from this survey, is that importance of the Village, its
open spaces, is tranquil and quite nature.
Small scale housing would be acceptable, but any type of commercial developments
need to be considered and more tight planning controls applied.
Soberton and Newtown
Parish Council
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Appendix 5
Detailed Analysis of Questionnaire Results and Blueprint Survey
Set out below is a detailed analysis of the results from the Questionnaire that
appears in Appendix 1, together with summaries of the relevant parts of the
Winchester City Council Blueprint exercise Appendix C CAP report 2115 (LDF).
1. Transport and Roads
1.1 Road Safety
This was by far the greatest area of concern with nearly two thirds of respondents
saying it needed attention
The main concerns were:


Speeding traffic –This has subsequently become the subject of a Hampshire
County Council initiative to reduce speed through villages and a 30 mph
speed limit has now been introduced through the Parish within the villages.
This should be subject to periodic enforcement.



Road surfaces – The very poor state of the roads throughout the Parish was
noted. Subsequently Operation Restore has rectified the state of some of the
roads in the Parish. More work is still required and problem areas have been
highlighted to relevant authority. This needs to be an ongoing initiative and
processes need to be established for expeditious repairs to be carried out.
Further work is still required to improve the poor state of verges and kerb
stones, which make it dangerous and difficult for pedestrians, cyclists and
horse riders.



Road drainage/ditches – Specific flooding problems have been identified,
notably at Taplands Corner and at the Long Road\Chalk Hill junction.
Remedial work has been done to the drainage to divert “the river” down
Horns Hill.



Safety at Newtown Soberton Infant School – This continues to be an
issue. Suggested improvements include making the 30mph signs more
visible, better enforcement of the speed limit, resolving the confusing white
lines and “virtual pavement” and trying to organise off-road parking. The
Parish Council should work with the relevant authorities to fix these problems.

Blueprint summary:




Increase road traffic on un-suitable rural roads, likely to be exacerbated by
planned new urban areas to the south.
Increase in danger to pedestrians.
Support ‘Quiet Roads’ where non-motorised forms of transport have priority.
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1.2 Public Transport and Community Transport
Nearly half the respondents had concerns about Public Transport, but only a quarter
were concerned about Community Transport. The Sustainable Communities
agenda and an ageing population may change the importance of these topics.
Specific comments were made about the need for more stops for the Community
Bus and better publicity of its timetable and routes. Also there is a need for
transport to QA Hospital and Havant.
Blueprint summary:



Improved public transport services wanted.
Better public transport/community bus facilities required with the area.

1.3 Cycle Access
50% of the respondents said it was adequate. However, there were concerns about
the lack of access to and the poor condition of the recreational route (Meon Valley
railway). The number of potholes and the broken road edges were considered to be
dangerous to cyclists.
Blueprint summary:


Promote safe cycling in the area.

2. Environment
Blueprint summary:





People choose to live in the Parish because of its unique environment
attractions, its setting and tranquillity;
People like to live in this village with its rural environment that does not
discriminate on grounds of age, gender, income or social standing and would
like to keep it that way;
People are prepared to tolerate a relative lack of services and amenities that
corresponds to the village’s rural nature;
People want to protect and conserve the existing environment (built
environment of village and its rural setting), with the maintenance of
undeveloped gaps and glimpses being very important; and
Residents believe that there is no need for new development that would spoil
the village’s existing character.

2.1 Housing Development, Planning
This was a topic of interest to the majority of respondents. Areas which need to be
addressed are:


Planning enforcement – speedier action must be sought on breaches of
planning with general concern at the neglected appearance of parts of the
Parish.
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Proliferation of equestrian facilities - The recent increase in the number of
‘temporary’ and permanent structures are altering the open views.



Over development - Urbanisation causes the loss of a village environment
as described in depth in the Village Design Statement.



Mobile homes - on agricultural plots of cause concern as they often either
become permanent features or are replaced by new buildings

Blueprint summary:









No desire for additional housing.
Possible infill on small brownfield sites may be acceptable, but this would
have to fit in with the existing character and be within existing development
lines.
Resist development of caravan parks in the area.
Need for good quality small-scale family housing, 3 bed homes, not just
starter homes to provide affordable homes for local people.
Provision of low-cost housing would enable local families to stay in the
village.
Extensions to smaller houses should be resisted to enable first time buyers to
buy within the parish.
Planning restrictions on use of horsiculture need to be tightened in the
interests of maintaining biodiversity.
Renewable energy strategies should be better developed at the local level
with encouragement of domestic solar, wind and geothermal initiatives.

2.2 Litter
Litter and plastic waste on the verges is a danger to wildlife and the environment is
degraded by Fly tipping, which is becoming a problem in some areas.
2.3 Footpaths and Rights of way
Some improvement is required to the bridges over the River Meon and the path
along the old railway. Also the Forest Commission and some local land owners
need to be encouraged to maintain the paths and tracks through the forest and
countryside.
Blueprint summary:


Need improved pedestrian access to the local woodland from the village.

2.4 Pavements
Generally the lack of pavements in the Parish is not a problem. However, if
possible, a pavement should be provided near the school to encourage ‘walking to
school’.
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2.5 Protection of Wildlife
The majority of respondents said it was satisfactory. However, nearly a quarter said
that some aspects needed attention, including the culling of deer, badgers, magpies
and squirrels. Some replies requested more protection of the wildlife and the need
to educate villagers about the wildlife and the natural environment.
Blueprint summary:


Wildlife – all parishes should adopt the Parish Wildlife Map Toolkit (HWT),
which is very helpful when considering biodiversity issues.

2.6 Noise
One of the major concerns is the excessive illegal noise and speed of motorbikes on
the A32. The Parish Council should work with the relevant enforcement agencies to
eliminate this anti-social problem. Also there has recently been an increase in use
of fireworks outside the traditional bonfire night.
2.7 Street Lights
The majority of respondents said that the lack of street lighting was not an issue and
this was actually an advantage. Individual comments focused on too much light
pollution, particularly from over-bright security lights.
3. Recreation and Play
3.1 & 3.2 Adult Recreation facilities and Children’s Play Facilities
Some respondents said they would like improvements in adult facilities, including
public tennis courts and more seats in the recreation ground and throughout the
village. There were also requests for facilities to support a wider age range, such as
evening classes. A suggestion has been ‘Computing for the over 60’s’.
About a quarter of respondents said the children’s facilities needed improvement,
especially for small children. The introduction of the new play area has dealt with
some of these issues. However, more work needs to be carried out and a proper
maintenance plan needs to be put in place for the upkeep of these facilities.
Blueprint summary:


Improved facilities at recreation ground desired.

4. Communications
4.1 Newsletters, Parish Magazine
Nearly all the respondents were satisfied with these. Individuals requested that
there was a need for a summary of Parish Council meetings and recent planning
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applications be available more widely. The development of a Parish website is
required.
4.2 Access to Computers and the Internet
Half of the replies there was adequate access to computers and the internet.
However, a significant number had concerns about the very poor internet speeds
generally available in the Parish area. This factor will become more important in
sustaining of the village and enabling small businesses to develop and encourage
more home working. Mobile phone reception is unreliable and inconsistent. This
can be a particular issue for the emergency services and BT’s desire to remove
unprofitable payphones.
Blueprint summary:


High speed broadband urgently required and would greatly assist home
working and local, low impact business. Supermarkets should contribute to
the cost of fibre –optic networks in exchange for increased use of Internet
shopping. This would reduce the need for physical supermarkets and lessen
shopping-related traffic.

5. Health Well Being and Social
5.1 Access to shops
More than half of the respondents were concerned about the access to local shops.
Initiatives should be explored for the possible introduction of a community shop.
Blueprint summary:



Community shop desired – possibly sharing a community building, which
could focus on local produce.
Village shop needed.

5.2 Police
This is another issue of high interest. Since the survey was conducted there are
now weekly visits from Community Support Police and a mobile office, and
neighbourhood watch awareness.
5.3 Support for elderly and disabled
A significant number of respondents expressed concerns about the support for the
elderly and disabled. However, there were no individual comments. This issue
probably requires further investigation.
5.4 Affordable housing
There was a significant response to this question and a number expressed specific
concern at the lack of small scale (market) family homes and affordable housing.
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5.5 Village hall and open spaces
Generally these were thought to be satisfactory. However, maintenance and
appearance of the facilities is an on-going issue. Opinion was expressed that village
land should not be sold for development and open spaces should be safeguarded.

Blueprint summary:


Plots of under-used land could accommodate community growing schemes
or community orchard.

5.6 Clubs and societies
There are many thriving clubs and societies in the Parish. The possibility of a
‘coffee and chat’ meeting in Rookesbury Hall was suggested on Post Office days.
This could also be rolled out to include events at Soberton Village Hall. The recently
constructed Church Rooms at St. Peter’s Church in Soberton hosts regular
functions.
A village website allowing clubs and societies to easily publicise their events was
suggested and is now being developed.
6.

Employment

Blueprint summary:




The village is not an appropriate place for employment development
Want to see more working from home.
Against industrial development in the area and open storage uses in the
vicinity.
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Appendix 6
Village Design Statement

August 2011
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