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Funding for Early Years Childcare Providers 

 

The Government has recently committed further funding for additional 

free childcare places which is an investment in children’s early 

development and helps to recognise the important work that early years’ 

childcare providers do. The Early Years National Funding Formula 

provides the governance on how funds will be distributed and 95% of this funding is required to be passed 

on to providers.  A proportion of the money will go towards ensuring nurseries and childminders can 

support some of the most disadvantaged children, with an increase in hourly funding for local authorities 

offering 15 hours free childcare for eligible two-year olds. Those providing free 30 hours places, for 

working parents of three and four-year olds, will also receive an increase in the hourly rate. It will also 

provide continuity funding for a further years for the three local authority maintained nurseries. 

 

In Hampshire, over 95% of childminders who are qualified to provide early years education, nurseries and 

pre-school providers are judged to be Good or Outstanding by Ofsted. That’s 2% more than the national 

average.  Of the Hampshire families who are eligible for free early years childcare for two-year olds, 72% 

are taking up their funded place entitlement – which is also better than the national average. There is also 

high take up of the entitlement for eligible three and four year olds (98%) and, in 2019, the number of 

three and four year olds benefiting from the free 30 hours scheme has reached more than 11,200 children.  

For more information on FREE Early Years Education email – childrens.services@hants.gov.uk or ring 

0300 555 1384. 

 

Violence and Domestic Abuse 

 

 An average of 306 people in Hampshire are admitted every year to hospital due to violent crime. 

 Domestic violence and abuse (DVA) accounts for 12% of total crime. 

 An estimated 38,000 women and over 17,000 men in Hampshire are likely to have been victims of 

domestic abuse in the last year. 

 Exposure to domestic violence and abuse is the most frequently reported form of trauma for 

children and is often experienced alongside other forms of maltreatment, such as child abuse and 

neglect. In 2017, there were almost 1,700 children in need, due to abuse or neglect in Hampshire. 

Ninety per cent of domestic abuse is witnessed by children. 

 

If you have any concerns because you think that a child is being abused or has been abused in the past 

contact the Children’s Services Department - Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm, phone 0300 555 1384.  

At all other times, contact the out-of-hours service, phone 0300 555 1373.  IF IT IS AN EMERGENCY 

DIAL 999. 

 

Going green 

 
Hampshire County Council is making significant financial and carbon savings with the introduction of 

zero emission vehicles for use by our streetworks team, inspecting utilities works, and in the day to day 

work of highways inspectors, engineers and technicians.  The electric vehicles have a range of over 150 

miles and will cost only 2p per mile to run, compared with the 13p cost per mile of the diesel vehicles they 

have replaced.  These new highways vehicles are part of a total fleet of 28 Nissan leaf vehicles plus 7 

Nissan e-NV200 Vans we have in use, with plans to increase this as current leases expire.  

 

Over the past decade, we have made over £30 million in carbon savings from our estate and operations. 

By the end of the year, 80 new electric car charging points will be installed across Hampshire, along with 

charging infrastructure at our offices and depots.  It is part of a programme to convert all our small vehicle 

fleet to electric vehicles, helping to reduce emissions and improve air quality across Hampshire, and forms 

part of our wider commitment to embed environmental considerations in all the work we do.  

 

Highways Maintenance  

 

With 33,000 roadside gullies and 2,600 catchpits cleared, 4,000 intercepting ditches (known as grips) cut 

and cleaned, and eight major drainage schemes completed to help reduce the risk of localised flooding, 
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Hampshire Highways teams have been working hard through the year to make sure the County’s roads are 

ready for the expected winter weather.  

 

Each year, around £2 million is earmarked for maintaining 900 kilometres of highway drains and roadside 

gullies, but there are many gullies and watercourses on private land which can become blocked without 

regular maintenance. These blockages can lead to flooding on local roads after heavy rainfall. With more 

intense storms and rainfall, it is ever more important that residents and landowners make sure ditches and 

drains on their land are kept clear of leaves, vegetation and other debris so that water can run freely 

through them, as this will complement work on the highway to reduce the risk of local flooding. More 

information at: hants.gov.uk/ landplanningandenvironment/ environment/flooding  

 

County-wide statistics for October last –  

 

 10,525 Gullies and other drainage cleared  

 982 Square metres of footway repaired/resurfaced  

 33 Other Jobs completed (outside of all works shown)  

 145 Arboriculture jobs completed  

 42,522 Square metres of carriageway resurfacing  

 313 Emergencies attended  

 13 Operation Resilience planned works complete  

 1,331 Potholes repaired (including extra Find and Fix gangs)  

 268,982 Square metres of surface dressing and micro asphalt  

 

Flu Jabs 

 

A winter flu jab is considered essential protection for the over 65s, young children, pregnant women and 

carers, as well as those with pre-existing long-term health conditions or a weakened immune system. The 

flu jab is free-of-charge to at risk groups but if you are not eligible, you can still consider getting the 

vaccination at a pharmacy for a charge.  Primary school children get the vaccine by means of a free nasal 

spray at school vaccination clinics and pre-school children can receive it from the family GP. Vaccinating 

children aged two to nine is particularly important as they spread flu easily, putting families, other adults 

and the wider community at risk. 

 

Bus Passes 

 

The overall budget for the Hampshire Concessionary Travel Scheme is £13.1 million and at a recent 

Decision Day the Executive Member for Economy, Transport & Environment agreed that as from 1
st
 April 

2020 there will be no automatic renewing of older people’s concessionary bus passes which have not been 

used in the 12 months prior to their renewal date.  However, on request an eligible older person would be 

issued with a pass.  This will help to reduce unnecessary cost of issuing passes to people who have moved 

away from the area or distress to relatives where a pass-holder has died.  It will also help to reduce the 

potential for fraud if a pass is delivered to an address where the pass-holder no longer lives.  

 

Yuletide Merriment 

 

Father Christmas loves magical places and he will be making a return visit to the Great Hall, Winchester 

this year on Saturday 21st, Sunday 22nd and Monday 23rd December to greet children and hear their 

Christmas wishes.  There will be themed craft activities suitable for all ages and a pop-up cafe will be 

serving mulled wine and a selection of festive treats - perfect for keeping warm on cold days. For details, 

visit the website for this exclusive festive event and to book online 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=263 
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