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Robots on the Verges 

 

Hampshire Highways teams are trialling new robotic grass cutters as the annual grass cutting programme 
gets underway. Grass cutting is an important part of HCC annual highways maintenance programme as 

good visibility is vital for all those using the road to maintain clear lines of sight. The robotic cutters use 

smart technology to navigate easily around obstacles and pre-set boundaries. This means they can be used 

in areas where traffic travels at higher speeds and where it would be more dangerous for workers to 
operate. 

 

Hampshire County Council manages around 5,500 miles of road and 2,000 miles of roadside verges. 
Grass and foliage is cut once a year on rural roads with swathes cut back to one or two metres depending 

on location, and urban verges are cut more often.  Outside of this, grass and foliage will be cut back where 

it may cause a safety risk because of reduced visibility. Hampshire Highways take extra care to manage 

over 200 Roadside Verges of Ecological Importance in Hampshire. Find out more about how the County 
Council manages Road Verges of Ecological Importance visit  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/biodiversity/informationcentre/roadv

erges 
 

Sustaining local Services 

 
Hampshire County Council is considering its future spending priorities and how best to meet an £80 

million budget gap by 2021/22, arising from continuing demographic pressures, as well as inflation and 

Government grant reductions.  As well as meeting all statutory duties, the County Council will continue to 

do everything possible to address the issues we know people care most about – from supporting the most 
vulnerable adults and children, to fixing Hampshire’s extensive road network.  We will seek to bridge the 

budget gap through a combination of careful investment, further innovation, and greater collaboration 

with partners and communities. 
 

Hampshire County Council’s innovative approach is leading the way in future public service delivery.  By 

investing in the latest technology, the County Council is providing more responsive and efficient 
services.  For example, recently launching the world’s first trial with tech giant Amazon to adapt Alexa to 

help vulnerable people live more independently; and now using robotic grass cutters to keep roadside 

verges under control. 

 

Public Transport Subsidies 

 

Hampshire County Council is asking for residents’ and stakeholders’ views in a public consultation on 
options for applying budget reductions in subsidies for public transport and in street lighting.  This follows 

the “Shaping Hampshire: Balancing the Budget” public consultation in 2017 which identified residents’ 

priorities. Our priority is to direct resources to where they are most needed and the County Council’s 

Cabinet agreed earlier this year to protect the community transport service which provides vital support 
for elderly and disabled residents.   

 

For some time, the County Council has been working with Hampshire’s bus operators to discuss how, 
between us, we can reduce the impact of our budget pressures on supporting bus travel. Bus use in 

Hampshire is close to a 20 year high, and the vast majority of journeys are made on commercial services 

operating without any public subsidy at all. However, even though 89% of bus services in Hampshire run 
without public subsidy, the pressure on the County Council’s revenue budget means we can no longer 

afford the level of subsidies we have provided in the past.  Therefore, the County Council is seeking to 

make savings by making changes to financial support for public transport services. Feedback from 

passengers will be looked at carefully, alongside data on passenger journeys and the cost of providing 
individual routes or services to inform final recommendations for consideration in the Autumn.  

 

Community Transport schemes, such as Dial-a-Ride, Call and Go, Taxishares and Minibus Group Hire 
Schemes are not included in these proposals but people will be asked whether the discretionary discount 

for holders of older persons’ bus passes on community transport should be continued.  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/biodiversity/informationcentre/roadverges
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/biodiversity/informationcentre/roadverges
https://www.hants.gov.uk/news/jul03balancingbudget


 
The County Council is also asking residents their views on proposals to switch off some street lights for 

two or more hours during the night. This would mean that some areas of the County would have no street 

lighting for a period of the night time.  
 

Further information and the online questionnaire is available now at 

www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations. The consultation closes at midnight on 5th 
August 2018. Paper copies are available on request by calling: 0300 555 1388.  A full list of public 

transport subsidised services will be included.  

 

Vision for Hampshire 2050 

 

Hampshire County Council has embarked on a Commission of Inquiry to help develop a Vision for 

Hampshire to 2050.  Residents, businesses, communities and organisations are being asked their views on 
key areas likely to shape Hampshire’s future.  The Commission will look at six key themes: 

 

 Demographic and societal changes: including changing population and living patterns, and the 

impact in terms of health and social care, housing and employment 
 Economy: the future of the Hampshire economy in the context of Brexit, increasing globalisation 

and potential digital and automation revolutions 

 Work, Skills and Lifestyle: future learning and working patterns, and the skills needed in a post 
digital future as well as the wider quality of life within Hampshire such as arts, leisure and culture 

 Environment and Quality of Place: Hampshire’s main economic asset – the impact of a 

changing climate, different patterns of living and working, and competing demands on 
countryside and farmland on environmental quality, character and quality of life in Hampshire 

 Mobile, Connectivity and Energy: the transport impact of electric powered and autonomous 

vehicles, smart technology in homes and workplaces, communications technology, and future 

energy issues 
 Rural Hampshire: how economic, social, technological and environmental changes are likely to 

affect rural communities and the potential for a rural renaissance 

 
Hampshire residents are invited to complete an online questionnaire 

[https://etehampshirecc.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=152533806340] on each of the six key themes 

about what may happen in the future, what the impact of this will be, and how the County Council and 
partner organisations need to respond to this. These views will be used to inform the evidence presented. 

Residents should have their say by the following dates: 

 Demographic and societal challenges – 29 June 2018 

 Economy – 13 July 2018  
 Work, skills and lifestyle – 24 August 2018 

 Environment and quality of place – 12 October 2018 

 Mobility, Connectivity and Energy – 23 November 2018 
 Rural Hampshire – 21 December 2018  

 

Once the hearings have been a completed, a full report on the findings of the Commission will be 

presented to the County Council in the summer of 2019 and made publicly available. More information 
can be found at:www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/visionforhampshire2050 

 

Queen’s Birthday Honour 
 

Hampshire County Council’s Director of Children’s Services, Steve Crocker, has been made an Officer of 

the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in The Queen’s Birthday Honours (9th June 2018). 
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