
The Friends of St Peters Soberton 

Newsletter January 2017 

Dear Friends and former members 

 Greetings to you for the New Year.   For all of us it will bring new experiences mixed with the familiar 

patterns of life.  This is certainly so for St Peter’s.  After a vacancy of ten months we are pleased to report the 

induction of Rev.Canon Nick Fennemore as interim priest to the two benefices until a new priest-in-charge is 

appointed.  Interestingly one of his forebears lived in Soberton. He will be with us on two days per week.   

We must thank you for your support of the Autumn events mentioned in the last letter – the Autumn Luncheon, the 

Concert and the Christmas Coffee Morning.  Together these raised over £800.  Equally important, people said they 

enjoyed them, so doubly worthwhile. 

The AGM will come in July (provisionally 29th) and we will send you details later.    We thank Maria for her work on 

the committee and wish her well in her family duties. Please do think about joining the Committee. It would be good 

to have some new members.  Perhaps you would like to sit in on a meeting before making up your mind.  You would 

be very welcome. 

In our last newsletter we wrote about our grant to PCC to pay for the repair to the clerestory windows above the 

south aisle. The PCC are awaiting a faculty from the Diocese (approval, legal permission + fee).  A formal notice is 

currently pinned to the church door.   We were well on our way to the large figure for this project but we have also 

received two generous one-off sums “out of the Blue” - £250 and £500 from two local groups. 

Future events being planned: The Bell Ringers have agreed to help us run a Bell event this year. This will consist of a 

delightful film about bells, the history of their use, manufacture and ringing – fascinating.  Tea and biscuits to enjoy.  

During this, people will be invited (if they wish to and are fit enough) to visit the tower, in small groups. The bell 

ringers will conduct them and explain the working of the bells.  Did you know that there was an “old tower” before 

the present one?  ...and their dates?  How old are the bells?  

The Director of Music of the Cathedral has offered us a performance by the main choir sometime this year but the 

date has not yet been fixed as it must fit in with their diary which includes travels abroad. 

We are also looking forward to our outing to Wiltshire in September, organised by Jane.  She has a great track record 

for these jaunts and we eagerly await the final details, hoping for fine weather.  Incidentally, the trips are for 

enjoyment and education only – not for funds but rather a chance for Friends to relax together.   

The proposed dates for your diary are listed below.  Dates will be confirmed later and more information will be in 

the magazine, email and the parish website (soberton.org).  Our web page will be updated shortly. 

With all good wishes  

The Committee of  The Friends  

 

NB Soberton Church Fete     June 24th 

Proposed dates  July 8th Bell Event:    July 29th AGM     

Fixed date   September 8th trip to Wiltshire, visiting Teffont Magna and Woodgreen or Braemore   

To be announced Portsmouth Cathedral Choir concert (probably June to Sept) 


