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Our Young People are Great 

 

Final 2019 GCSE performance statistics released in February confirm that 

Hampshire pupils continue to perform better than their peers nationally at 

the end of Year 11. In Hampshire, 68.4% of pupils taking the exams 

achieved a pass at grade 4 in English and mathematics, compared with 

66.7% last year and a national average of 64.9%.  The figures are the final 

analysis of GCSE grades following examinations taken in 2019, adjusted to take account of the outcome 

of Appeals. Last year’s examinations saw the final rollout of the three-year implementation of the 1 to 9 

grade ratings for GCSEs - with 9 being at the very top of the scale and a pass grade being 4 or above. 

 

Hampshire’s consistently high standards in education are reflected in well over 90% of our schools being 

judged good or outstanding by Ofsted. Where a school requires it, Hampshire offers a very successful 

Schools Improvement Service to help all our schools achieve the highest possible standards. 

 

Grants to the Community 

 

More than £700,000 in grants have been awarded to community organisations across Hampshire to 

support vulnerable people to maintain their independence.  A further £237,799 in grants is being allocated 

to a variety of community organisations in Basingstoke, East Hants, Fareham, Hart, Havant, New Forest 

and Rushmoor, as part of the Local Solutions Grant Award. These are smaller grants to organisations 

whose focus is to meet the needs of people in single localities, rather than across the County. Each 

recipient organisation has had to demonstrate how it has engaged with local people on how best to help 

them to stay independent.  To see all grants to the community visit 

http://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s43099/Decision%20Report.pdf 

 

Help shape Hampshire’s Library Service for the Future 

 

A 10-week public consultation opened in January 2020 asking Hampshire residents for their views on:    

 

 the emerging vision for Hampshire’s Libraries to 2025; 

 the level of need for library services in specific local communities; 

 proposed changes to the Library Service and the potential impacts; 

 and any alternatives that respondents may wish to propose.   

 

The way people use library services is changing, and we need to make sure our services evolve to meet 

these needs.  At the same time, we are facing an anticipated budget shortfall of £80 million by April 2021 

and are having to look across all of the County Council’s services to find savings which can help to bridge 

this gap as demands for services rise, particularly in social care.  The Library Service is required to 

identify £1.76 million towards the County Council’s overall savings target.   

 

The County Council is conducting a ten-week public consultation which looks at options for delivering 

savings from the Library Service budget. This represents 16% of the overall budget for the service. This 

still means that a budget of around £10 million would remain. 

 

As well as increasing income and improving business efficiency, the consultation includes proposals for 

changes to the way services are delivered. This includes options to close up to 10 council-run libraries and 

reduce opening hours in others. It also considers exploring better ways to deliver library services in 

deprived communities.  No decisions will be made until all the consultation responses have been fully 

analysed.  

 

The consultation is open until Wednesday 18th March 2020. Feedback received will inform decisions to 

be made by the Executive Member for Recreation and Heritage in summer 2020. To take part in the 

consultation please visit www.hants.gov.uk/library-consultation or fill in a printed copy from any 

Hampshire County Council library.  

 

Looking for 60 Men! 

 

http://democracy.hants.gov.uk/documents/s43099/Decision%20Report.pdf
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5oYW50cy5nb3YudWsvbGlicmFyeS1jb25zdWx0YXRpb24%3d&r=12642123365&d=10564143&p=1&t=h&h=2f49bc474d525053813134ac9bbea42e


Hampshire County Council is inviting up to 60 individuals who are interested in leading local men’s 

groups across the County to come forward to help with an initiative which aims to connect men in order to 

support better physical and mental health. 

  

Hampshire charity Community First has been appointed by Hampshire County Council to manage a 

dedicated men’s leadership project to help men set up or run groups in their local community. Whether 

you are a member of an existing men’s club or are interested in setting up a new one, this project is 

designed to give men the confidence and skills to bring together men of all ages to share interests, 

activities and friendship.  The initiative is part of the Hampshire County Council funded Men’s Activity 

Network in Hampshire which provides resources, funding and skills-sharing to support men to connect 

through community groups. Research shows that men’s groups can have significant benefits to men’s 

overall health and wellbeing, as they provide somewhere for men to meet and participate in a skill or 

activity together, pop in for a chat, and find out about local services, thereby addressing issues such as 

loneliness and depression. 

 

Anyone interested in finding out about the men’s leadership project should get in touch 

via stepbystep@cfirst.org.uk   The project will run until December 2020, targeting areas where men’s 

groups could be of particular benefit in each of Hampshire’s 11 district areas. 

 

Our Commitment to Zero Carbon 

 

A programme of tree and wildflower planting on highways land and verges in Hampshire will be part of a 

climate change action plan, as we press forward with a commitment to carbon neutrality for the County.   

The action plan covers all direct and indirect carbon emissions from the County Council’s own activities – 

such as fuel, energy and waste. These activities account for around one per cent of all carbon emissions for 

the county of Hampshire. Therefore, the plan sets a target for Hampshire as a whole, which aligns with the 

national Government target of 2050. The Cabinet has agreed all recommendations in the report, including 

revoking the policy prohibiting consideration of wind turbines on County Council land, and establishing a 

programme of tree and wildflower planting on highways land and verges.  

 

Hampshire County Council has taken an innovative and long-term approach to reducing carbon emissions 

from its estate and assets since Cabinet approved a Strategic Plan in July 2010. The original targets set for 

the Council’s buildings, street lighting and business travel at that stage were: a. Phase 1 20% reduction by 

2015. Phase 2 40% by 2025. Carbon Neutral by 2050. Over the last 9 years, a significant reduction of over 

43% has been achieved. The first phase target was exceeded, and the second phase target achieved early in 

2018 – 7 years early. Members have approved a new stretching target of 50% by 2025. Progress to date 

would indicate confidence that that can be achieved. Carbon emission reductions of 21,800 tonnes of 

carbon have been delivered to date – equivalent to planting a forest of trees covering 8,700 acres or 4,300 

football pitches. Phase 1 of the Plan achieved energy savings of around £30million including reductions in 

the school estate. Phase 2 has achieved a further £1.96million in the County Council’s corporate estate and 

street lighting. In addition, a total of nearly £400,000 in Carbon Tax savings has been achieved.  

 

Useful Contacts 

 

Given the recent storms and bad weather, I thought you might find the following contact information 

useful -  

Fallen trees on the highway can be reported direct to the County Council at  

www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems 

Fallen trees on rights of way can be reported direct to the County Council 

at www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem  

Details of flood alerts and updates are available from the Environment Agency  

 

Public Health 

 

As a Local Authority, we continue to carefully monitor the situation in Wuhan, China, alongside our 

colleagues in Public Health England and the NHS to ensure we are well prepared should things change. To 

find latest updates visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-

public 

 

Patricia Stallard 

Lead Executive Member for Children’s Services & Young People 

Hampshire County Council 

Divisional Member for Winchester Southern Parishes 
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