
Flood action group progress review January 2019. 

 

Initiatives: 

The Flood Action Group (FLAG) have set a number of initiatives to highlight the importance of ditch 

networks and groundwater flooding awareness across our Parish.  Some of which have been 

incorporated into various editions of the Soberton and Newtown Parish magazine and are as follows: 

1. Advisory posters highlighting the importance of ditch networks in rural areas such as ours. 

These posters have been submitted for publication by FLAG and by our Parish Councillor 

Vicki Weston.  

2. A magazine article giving a comprehensive explanation of flood risk in the Parish from both 

surface and groundwater sources.  Included in this, a summary of Riparian responsibility, the 

legal implications of ditch maintenance and further advice and offers of support in managing 

the reinstatement of ditches.  

3. A letter has been sent to homes at risk of groundwater flooding along West Street, Long 

Road and Big Tree.  This letter explains the historic flood events at these locations.  Some 

homeowners have subsequently come back to FLAG asking for further advice on reducing 

their personal flood risk. 

4. Letters are also due to be sent to some properties along the High Street. Those houses 

identified as having had historic problems with  run-off flooding will be advised over the best 

course of action to take to prevent this from becoming a problem in the future.  

5. A groundwater flooding illustration is due to go into the Parish Magazine as an aid to 

understanding the cause and likely result of groundwater flooding incidents.    

Ongoing issues: 

As expected there have been a number of sites identified across the Parish where the maintenance 

of collective water management systems are neglected. These are as follows: 

Heath Road. 

Issues:  

Localised surface water flooding affecting the exterior of properties and sanitation.  

Cause:  

1. Much of the historic ditch system running along the property frontages has been badly 

maintained and, in many instances, replaced by inadequately sized culverts.  Culverts 

prevent easy maintenance and reduce water carrying capacity by up to 95%. 

2. The location of the historic culvert connecting to the Forest of Bere under Heath Road is also 

unknown at this stage.  This will form an essential part of a future functioning ditch network 

along this stretch. 

3. Inadequate ditch maintenance on the forestry commission side of Heath Road.  



4. A poorly maintained ditch running to the rear of the Heath Road properties is also a point of 

concern.  Surface water is likely to accumulate and form land run off behind the Heath Road 

properties and cause further disruption to homeowners.  

 

Actions: 

1. Hampshire County Council have been undertaking extensive investigations to locate the 

Heath road / Forest of Bere culvert.  This is ongoing and may involve further road disruption. 

2. Hampshire County Council are intending to contact the landowners responsible for the ditch 

systems running to the rear of Heath Road properties asking them to undertake clearance 

work.  

3. Hampshire County Council will contact the Forestry Commission requesting they improve 

their ditches.  

4. HCC highways have done a site investigation into the reports of unsafe structures on the 

riparian ditch.  

5. The homeowners on this stretch of Heath Road were contacted in August 2018 by the Flood 

and water management team FWMT (at HCC) advising them of their riparian responsibility.  

6. Homeowners were then again contacted in October 2018 by the Parish Council further 

reminding them of their obligations and the offer of support in a coordinated effort.  

7. In January 2019 homeowners have been contacted for a final time by the FWMT notifying 

them that they have until the 30th January 2019 to carry out work on their ditches.  Should 

they decline to do this then legal action may follow. 

8. The Parish Council have been asked to follow up the enforcement letter to households with 

a repeated offer to help coordinate the effort along this watercourse.  

 

Summary. 

A collective drainage system along Heath Road should significantly reduce surface water flooding if 

all parties involved undertake to reinstate and maintain their portion of the watercourse.  

 

Liberty Road. 

Issues: 

Localised surface water flooding affecting the exterior and interior of properties and sanitation. 

Cause: 

1. A newly reinstated field drainage ditch upstream of the properties causing an increase in 

flow.  

2. A blockage in a riparian culvert downstream of the affected properties causing water to back 

up.  



3. The unknown status of the riparian ditch running the entire length of Liberty Road towards 

Heath Road.  Further blockages may be exacerbating the issue upstream.  

4. The integrity of a road culvert adjacent to the properties affected.  It appears this road 

culvert drains into the riparian ditch.  The culvert has blocked in the past and exacerbated 

the surface water flooding problems at this location. 

Actions: 

1. As a matter of urgency FWMT intend to write advisory letters to all residents of Liberty Road 

reminding them of their riparian responsibility.  

2. The Parish Council will follow up with another letter if no clear action is taken to improve the 

ditches.  

3. The Parish Council, FWMT and Hampshire Highways intend to visit this site and others within 

the Parish to establish the main issues and agree a collective way forward.  

Summary. 

A working collective drainage system along Liberty road should significantly reduce surface water 

flooding if all parties involved undertake to reinstate and maintain their portion of the watercourse.  

 

The Liberties 

Issues. 

Soberton and Newtown Parish Council have been contacted regarding the condition of the surface 

water ditches adjacent to the play park and recreation ground.  The housing management company 

overseeing the Liberties has complained that due to inadequate ditch maintenance the cess pits 

serving the liberties are currently compromised.  

Cause  

The ditch system in front of the Liberties is in poor condition.  Whilst it has been maintained as an 

open ditch, trees and debris are now blocking it.  

The natural flow of water to the south from this location is further compromised due to poor 

riparian ditch maintenance on Heath Road.  

Water seems to be unable to freely flow south towards Forester Row where it meets with a culvert 

opposite the Police House and passes under Heath Road and down towards the Wickham trail.   

Actions 

1. Soberton and Newtown Parish council will reinspect their ditches and ensure they are fit for 

purpose.  

2. FLAG will identify who is responsible for the ditch maintenance in front of the Liberties. 

FWMT and / or FLAG will request that the ditches are cleared, and the debris removed from 

site. 

3. FLAG will request the FWMT write to Heath Road homeowners between the Liberties and 

Forester Row asking them to ensure their ditches are properly maintained.  



4. FLAG to inspect and ensure that the ditch at the front of Forester Row is fit for purpose.  

5. FLAG to liaise with Hampshire Highways to ensure the culvert below Heath Road (from the 

Bold Forester pub hedge to the Police House) is clear of debris and working properly with 

the newly increased flow demands.  

 

Summary 

This is a good opportunity to highlight and address some of the problems with poor ditch 

maintenance along this stretch of Heath Road.  Several properties seem to have surface water issues 

during heavy rain but this has not been formally reported by them to FLAG. Ditch reinstatement and 

clearance should significantly reduce surface water problems in this location.  

 

Long term outlook.  

Soberton and Newtown Parish Council through FLAG remain committed to: 

1. The reintroduction of open ditch systems throughout the Parish.  The phasing out of culverts 

in all but essential applications i.e. water passage under roads or driveways or field access 

points.  

2. Protecting our residents from unnecessary flooding wherever possible by fully engaging all 

stakeholders in flood prevention.  


