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Policy paper on Brexit  
 
The future relationship between the United Kingdom and the European 
Union 
 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-relationship-
between-the-united-kingdom-and-the-european-union 
 
 
 
Neighbourhood Watch reports 
 
Please be aware incidents reported over the past 2 weeks… 
  
1st-2nd July- Entry gained to shed by cutting off a padlock and have stolen 
a bicycle from inside- Bishops Waltham 
  
1st-2nd July- Car broken into and keys stolen- Clayhill Close, Waltham 
Chase 
  
9th July- Garage broken into- Church Lane, Exton 
  
8th-9th July- Garage entered and bike and scooter stolen- Chapel Rd, 
Meonstoke 
  
9th July- Entry gained to unlocked garage door and searched metal tool 
chest. No reported items stolen- Stocks Lane, Meonstoke 
  
8th-9th July- Food items stolen from car- St Andrews Green, Meonstoke 
  
9th July- Vehicle broken into- Shoe Lane, Exton 
  

9th July- Car broken into- handbag and mobile stolen from boot of veh- 

Th 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-relationship-between-the-united-kingdom-and-the-european-union
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-relationship-between-the-united-kingdom-and-the-european-union


Diversions through our village 
 
The recent diversion along Heath Road, Liberty Road and Church Road 
cause much disruption to local residents.  I had a number of email 
exchanges as we felt that such a diversion need extra signage to inform 
motorists that they re driving through a village.  The 30mph signs are all 
invisible in the hedges and the painted roundals are very faded.  I have 
been informed that these will be re painted at sometime, however, we 
need to have temporary signage if we are to be used as a diversion 
route. 
For your information this is the response I had from HCC Saftey team. 
 
“Regarding the permanent situation on traffic speeds and local safety 
cRegarding the permanent situation on traffic speeds and local safety 
concerns, as you may recall from our previous discussions our priority for 
any traffic and safety measures is based on the injury accident record, 
and priority is given to locations with recurring patterns or clusters of 
reported injury accidents. We have access to the Police database of all 
injury accidents reported throughout Hampshire and this is used to 
formulate our traffic and safety programmes. 
  
The ongoing funding cuts by Central Government forced HCC to make 
some difficult decisions and our traffic and safety resources were 
significantly affected. As a result of this, our safety led policy was 
approved in May 2016 by the Executive Member for Environment & 
Transport, Councillor Humby – please refer to this link for further 
information - 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadsafety/makingroadssafer 
  
There are no recurring injury accident patterns through Heath Road, 
Church Road or elsewhere through the village that would justify inclusion 
on our safety programmes. However, we continue to monitor the Police 
database and will of course consider any emerging trends or worsening 
situations. It is a common response to our casualty reduction policy that 
we are ‘waiting for an accident to happen’, but to put this into some 
perspective the demand for safety measures far exceeds our available 
resources and is such that we have to prioritise those sites with proven 
casualty problems rather than the many locations referred to us without 
casualty history. Each financial year we have approximately 120 schemes 
targeted at casualty reduction ranging from simple signing 



improvements to complete resurfacing of the road, and our whole 
programme costs around £1.5million each year to implement. 'Route 
studies' are also considered where injury accident patterns exist over 
longer lengths of road. 
  
Given that we have previously introduced some 30mph roundels and 
other markings through the village, I’m afraid there’s little else that HCC 
could offer that would further influence driver behaviour. Ongoing 
concerns about inappropriate traffic speeds should be referred to the 
Police. 
  
I hope this clarifies our current position.” 
 
The Speedwatch team are inactive due to the lack of support. 
 
He meeting that was planned has not happened please can this be a 
priority for the Parish Council to take on board. 
 
Diversions do not effect Soberton but have a big impact on Soberton 
Heath and Newtown. 
 
Update on Long Road 
 
 
 
Enforcement have lodged an enforcement order with the Winchester 
City Council Legal Team and that is as far as it has got.  I have escalated 
this as very disappointed with this tardy action.  I am waiting to hear 
more.  Please let me know if you see any more developments on Long 
Road. 
 
Update on Fly Tipping 
 
Winchester City Council takes fly tipping very seriously; we have a 100 
per cent success rate in prosecuting fly tipping. This year there has been 
a 100 tonne drop in the amount of fly-tipped waste in our District (2017-
2018) compared to the previous year. 
 
Both Hampshire County and Winchester City Councils have been 
working hard to crack down on those who disregard the District’s 



environment and blight the lives of residents by dumping waste. 
Hampshire County Council has employed an officer to take forward fly-
tip prosecutions and to target hot spot locations in the District with 
extra patrols. 
 
Cameras have been purchased to monitor sites across Hampshire and 
joint covert operations have been set up involving Hampshire 
Constabulary, private landowners, the NFU the Environment Agency. In 
just a few weeks over 230 vehicles have been stopped, several 
individuals issued with fines, one arrested and one vehicle seized. 
 
The aim of joint working across authorities is to help everyone 
understand they have a part to play by checking that any individual or 
company employed to take away waste from homes or businesses is 
legally registered to do so.  If their waste ends up fly-tipped, they, as 
well as the illegal waste carrier, could be liable for a hefty fine. 
 
You can report fly tipping in Winchester online via 
www.winchester.gov.uk 24 hours a day or call 01962 840222 0830am to 
5.00pm Mon –Thurs or until 430pm on Fridays. 
 
Cllr Jan Warwick 
Environment and Transport Portfolio Holder 
Winchester City Council 
jwarwick@winchester.gov.uk 
 
Hampshire County Councillor 
Winchester: Downlands 
Jan.warwick@hants.gov.uk 
Tel: 07717104236 

 

 

Article that may be of interest by 

Sam Dewar 16 July 2018 

NPPF: Where now for planning? 
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The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) changes aim to lay 

down a comprehensive approach for planners, developers and local 

authorities to build more homes, more quickly, in the places where 

people want to live and bring up a family. 

When it was first published in 2012 under the Conservative/Liberal 

Democrat Coalition, the Framework was considered by the cognoscenti 

as a game changing move, carving out more opportunity for those 

involved to contribute to the national planning debate, and for 

communities to have their say on how new developments should look 

and feel. The reality was that this streamlined document provided more 

questions than answers and saw a significant increase in proposals being 

legally challenged. 

The proposed NPPF changes place greater responsibility on local 

planning authorities to drive up the actual volume of homes built in their 

area, rather than simply planning for these. Developers too will also see 

themselves more accountable for delivering projects, which include 

affordable housing and the infrastructure needed to support increasingly 

culturally diverse communities. It also aims to maximise the use of land, 

ensuring sensible measures are in place to maintain strong protection of 

the environment and Green Belt, among other things. 

The delivery of housing is among several key changes to the NPPF that 

are relevant to land owners, developers, local authorities and others. 

Chief among these, is the capacity for local planning authorities to fix 



their housing land supply figures for a one-year period. There’s also 

scope for wider consideration to be given to ensuring affordable housing 

is an integral part of development projects - indeed, at least 10% of 

homes on major sites (applications for nine dwellings and over) should 

be available for affordable home ownership. Moves that will see 

consideration given to a planning condition that development must 

begin within a shorter timescale, are also likely to gain traction among 

those involved in the planning process. 

Viability 

While planning ‘soundness’ and a review of plans every five years can 

also be positive moves, issues around ‘viability’ could have considerable 

ramifications for developers, particularly those involved in bringing 

smaller schemes to the market. While the thrust of existing policy is to 

be retained, the requirement for ‘competitive returns to a willing land 

owner and willing developer’ is to be removed, which could see 

hundreds of smaller developers struggle in the face of a new 

uncertainties following any shift in emphasis by local planning 

authorities. 

One potentially significant revision is the addition of 'Starter Homes' and 

'Discounted Market Sales Housing' to the definition of Affordable 

Housing within Annex 2 of the NPPF as follows: 

Starter homes: is as specified in Sections 2 and 3 of the Housing and 

Planning Act 2016 and any secondary legislation made under these 

sections. The definition of a starter home should reflect the meaning set 

out in statute at the time of plan-preparation or decision-making. 



Income restrictions should be used to limit a household's eligibility to 

purchase a starter home to those who have maximum household 

incomes of £80,000 a year or less (or £90,000 a year or less in Greater 

London). 

Discounted market sales housing: is that sold at a discount of at least 

20% below local market value. Eligibility is determined, with regard to 

local incomes and local house prices. Provisions should be in place to 

ensure housing remains at a discount for future eligible households. 

This is in line with the commitment given in the Housing White Paper. 

Starter homes were introduced in the Housing and Planning Act 2016, 

although the secondary legislation to bring the provisions into force has 

yet to be enacted. The amendment to the definition of affordable 

housing broadens the potential tenure mix of affordable housing units to 

be provided within a proposed development with starter homes and 

discounted market sales housing capable of being counted towards on-

site provision of affordable housing. 

The proposed changes to the NPPF aim to continue to tackle the housing 

crisis with various policy changes, including assessing financial viability of 

sites at the site allocation stage rather than waiting for submission of the 

application. 

However, these front-loading techniques are extremely optimistic and 

expect far too much from local planning authorities, whose resources 

are too often overstretched. When an application is submitted, the 

majority of councils are unable to devote the time to it that they once 

could. While negotiation and cooperation with the applicant is expected 



it is certainly not that straight forward with increasing centralisation of 

resources and the inability to speak to many planning officers directly. 

This often leads to an impersonal approach to the assessment of an 

application and a general lack of understanding of how the site has 

come forward. Sadly, the housing crisis is such that there’s an increasing 

reliance on volume housebuilders to meet our demands, which then 

puts question marks over the viability of sites less than 100 units. These 

sites can be brought forward by small to medium housebuilders, but the 

expectations for on-site and off-site contributions are invariably too 

much to justify bringing them forward. 

The national framework has been with us, without amendment for over 

six years. The changes indicate that momentum over viability 

assessments is shifting back towards planning authorities. But is this a 

good thing? Constraints over viability assessments at the planning stage 

are likely to be seen by developers as lacking the clarity of more detailed 

assessment at the application stage. 

The ‘agent of change’ principle is one that has been floated around for a 

long time and finally makes an appearance on the policy books, after 

past reluctance and relatively little advanced warning. The change has 

the potential to transform the way planning approaches environmental 

impacts in some development sectors. The local planning authority will 

insist that a new development mitigates the impact it will have on 

surrounding existing uses, rather than on the current position. 

Action 



It would have been great to have seen more strident action around the 

initial government response to the proposed NPPF changes, specifically 

around a lack of ambition over tackling the housing crisis and increasing 

the delivery of affordable homes. More fundamental changes around 

Green Belt policy are needed if we are to realise the 300,000 new homes 

in England per year despite the articulation of changes that could help. 

Bolder measures are required to address the country’s housing 

problems, notably increasing development of Green Belt land in the face 

of a declining bank of brownfield sites. 

Sam Dewar is director at DPA Planning 
 

http://www.dpaplanning.co.uk/

