
 

 

You don’t have to 

be ex-Service to 

join….  

 

 
 
 

 
The 2nd half of this decade  
commemorates the tumultuous 
progress of the Great War, culminating 
in the centenary of the Armistice on 11th 
November 2018.  These momentous 
events and those of 1939-1945 helped 
shape Britain and define who and what 
we are today.  The fact that the 
countries of Western Europe now 
coexist in peace and relative harmony 
with little prospect of future armed 
conflict within our borders is testament 
to the huge sacrifices made by past 
generations. The Royal British Legion 
(RBL) aims to ensure that these 
sacrifices and those from subsequent 
conflicts are never forgotten, and that 
serving and former members of the 
British armed forces and their families 
receive the support and care they need.  
 

The Droxford and District Branch actually predates the formation of the British Legion (as it 
was first known in November 1921), holding our first meeting in March 1920 as ‘The Droxford 
Branch of the Comrades of the Great War’. We now meet four times a year, usually at 
Droxford Village Hall with a speaker on a range of interesting subjects.  Supper is available 
up to a maximum of 20 places. There is also an annual general meeting (again with supper), 
an annual dinner, a summer garden party and a Grand National draw.  Apart from selling 
poppies in support of the annual appeal, we are not otherwise actively engaged in RBL 
fundraising activity.  We observe the annual Remembrance Sunday service at one of the 
local parish churches but that is the limit of any formal ceremonial.  As you would expect 
being so close to Portsmouth and other military centres, many of our members are ex-
Service but an increasing number are civilian.  All are equally welcome. 
 
As a member of the RBL (Droxford and District Branch) you would not only be able to ‘do 
your bit’ to support the British armed forces but also help keep remembrance alive.  This is 
not glorification of war - far from it; anyone who has witnessed the ravages of armed conflict 
will be quick to dispel this myth.  It is however through remembrance that we can truly 
appreciate more than 70 years of peace that has existed in Western Europe and ensure that 
1½ million British and British Commonwealth subjects who gave their lives in two world wars 
and other conflicts are never forgotten. 
 

For more information or to join RBL (Droxford & District Branch), please contact the 
Secretary – Cdr Rob Scott RN at robmunroscott@aol.com or 01489 877800.   
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RBL (DROXFORD & DISTRICT) BRANCH OFFICERS 

 

President: Commodore Peter Melson CVO CBE RN 
 01489 878728 
 peter.melson2@gmail.com 
 
Chairman: Captain Anthony McEwen BA RN 
 01489 877448 
 Anthony.mcewen@btinternet.com 
 
Vice-Chairman: Lieutenant Commander Janet Melson RN 
 01489 878728 
 janet.melson2@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Commander Rob Scott RN 
 01489 877800 
 robmunroscott@aol.com  
 
Treasurer: Commander Julian Malec OBE RN 
 01489 892414 
 Julian.malec@btopenworld.com 
 
Branch Chaplain: The Reverend Canon Anthony Hulbert MA 
 01489 878289 
 anthonic@btinternet.com 
 
Poppy Appeal Coordinator Mrs Susie Fletcher 
 01489 878165 
 zannact@gmail.com 
  

2016 PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

All meetings will take place in Droxford Village Hall, commencing at 7.00 pm and followed by supper. 
A limited bar will be provided from 6.30 pm. Details for supper bookings will be e-mailed one week 
prior to the meeting.  
 
January 

Monday 11th  Captain Paul Porter RN, Senior Military Advisor (Maritime and CBRN) Defence 
Scientific and Technical Laboratories, Portsdown West, will speak on “Robots, 
lasers and print your own ship – is this the future?”  

 
March 

Monday 14th  Mr John O’Reilly, Director of the Shackleton Exhibition, will speak on 
“Shackleton – Feats of endurance”. 

 
April  

Thursday 7th    Grand National Draw. Organiser, Mrs Elizabeth Parker. 
      
May 
Monday 9th    Rear Admiral Nick Lambert, will speak on “Patrolling the Southern Ocean – 

Experiences in the ice with HMS Endurance”. 
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June 

Thursday 2nd                       Summer Drinks Party to be held at Exton Cottage, Allen’s Farm Lane, Exton,  
6.30 pm                      SO32 3NW. By kind permission of Mr and Mrs David Frere-Cook. 
  . 
     
September  
Monday 12th Commodore Inga Kennedy QHNS QARNNS, Head of Naval Nursing Service 

and Matron in Chief of the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Service, 
will speak on “The evolution of Naval Nursing, Crimea to Afghanistan – and 
beyond”. 

 
October     

Monday 10th    Annual Dinner to be held at Corhampton Golf Club. 
     
November 
Sunday 13th    REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE  
10.50 am  St Peter’s Church, Soberton. 

    
Monday 14th  Annual General Meeting. Following which, Peter Neill of Barton Vintners, 

Meonstoke, will speak on “Building and operating a winery in South Africa”. 
This will be followed by a tasting of selected wines. 

 
WELFARE – LOCAL LINK ORGANISATION 

 

Local links for RBL welfare issues are as follows: 
 
Droxford  Lt Cdr Janet Melson  

                                               01489 878728 
  janet.melson2@gmail.com 
 
Soberton & Newtown Mrs Louise McEwen 

  01489 877448 
  Louise.mcewen@btinternet.com 
 
Exton  Mr David Frere-Cook 

  01489 877838 
  Davidf-c@hotmail.com 
 
Meonstoke  Mrs Joanna Buchanan 

  01489 877737 
  joanna@bellho.gotadsl.co.uk 
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