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Ken Thornber 

 
You may have read in the Press that the former Leader and Chairman of Hampshire County Council, 

Honorary Alderman Ken Thornber CBE passed away recently following illness.  Ken Thornber 

served on Hampshire County Council for 40 years.  He was Leader of the County Council from 1999 
to 2013, and Chairman in 2013/14.  In 1993 he was awarded the CBE for services to politics and the 

public. Ken served the people of Hampshire with diligence and commitment and was a hugely 

respected politician, both locally and nationally. 
 

Children in Care 

 

Hampshire County Council has opened five new children’s homes across the County, with a sixth 
soon to be completed - providing a better home environment to some of the County’s most vulnerable 

children.  The new homes will have much lower running costs, benefiting from 21
st 

century, energy-

efficient building techniques and technologies such as solar power.  The redesign was also an 
opportunity to choose the best possible locations for vulnerable children to grow up in. All the homes 

are near to good transport links, within walking distance of schools and also within easy reach of local 

amenities and leisure activities, enabling young people to develop their independence safely. 

 

School Dinners 

 

The Council has agreed an increase of 15p for a two course school dinner.  This will come into effect 
from September 2018 and will bring the price per meal in line with those charged by many other local 

authorities, as well as the Department for Education’s funding for free meals, which is set at £2.30.  In 

the last school year, HC3S, the County Council’s award winning catering business, cooked and served 
over 14 million school meals in Hampshire’s primary and secondary schools. 

 

Energy Savings 

Hampshire County Council is lighting the way to energy savings by replacing 75% of light fittings in 

its buildings with low energy LEDs.  The light replacement project is part of a wider energy saving 
programme which has seen the County Council reduce its carbon emissions by 38.1% since 2010 – 

saving around £30 million in energy costs in total. 

Switching to LED lighting makes perfect economic and environmental sense – reducing energy and 

maintenance costs by £240,000 a year, as well as lowering carbon emissions. The County Council are 
well on track to reaching their 40% carbon reduction target by 2025, with the ultimate aim of being 

carbon neutral by 2050.  

The light replacement project is part of the County Council’s £2.7 million investment in to its Energy 

and Carbon Management Programme, which also includes: 

 Investigating the feasibility of converting its small vehicle fleet from diesel to electric on a phased 

basis 

 Installation of approximately 40 new electric vehicle charging points at sites to be finalised, in 

addition to the 14 charging points already owned by the County Council 

 Trial of local and bulk battery storage either in conjunction with existing solar arrays or by 

purchasing at off peak tariffs - subject to a positive business case and viable return on investment. 

 

As well as saving around £30 million in energy costs since 2010, the County Council has also reduced 
its carbon tax charges by £330,000 since the start of the programme 

 

Hampshire Finances 

 
You will know from my previous reports that, following a reduction in the Government’s revenue 

support grant, inflation and the rising costs of social care, a total of £140 million savings have to be 

found by April 2019.  Council is now considering proposals for achieving this and Government is 

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/energyandsustainability/electric-vehicle-chargepoints.htm


being lobbied to allow charging per visit at household waste and recycling centres [HWRCs].  If we 

were able to charge, the local authority could raise up to £4 million and this may prevent some 
HWRCs from closing.  Hampshire currently provides more HWRCs than comparable authorities with 

almost 85% of the population currently within five miles of an HWRC.  26 HWRCs are listed on the 

Council’s website. 

 

Trading Standards  

 

Hampshire County Council Trading Standards have helped vulnerable residents recoup more than £2 
million from scams and mis-sold goods and services. Since 2009, the service’s Safeguarding Team 

have helped around 800 Hampshire residents subjected to financial abuse by preventing payments to 

criminals, cancelling ongoing subscriptions for unnecessary services or by arranging refunds.  Local 
residents can also help protect their families, friends and neighbours by becoming a ‘Friend Against 

Scams’ or a ‘Scam Champion’. For further information please email:  tsadvice@hants.gov.uk  or 

visit www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk 

 

A Career in Care 

 

The County Council has teamed up with home-care providers to encourage more people to consider a 
career in care in order to help meet the growing demand.  Care workers working for the County 

Council, or one of the care agencies it commissions, receive full training toward recognised 

qualifications, paid travel time between appointments, flexible working options and are paid at least 
the minimum wage, plus 20 per cent.  To find out more visit hants.gov.uk/changelives 

 

Hampshire Record Office  
 
Hampshire County Council’s Record Office is celebrating 70 years of collecting, preserving and 

providing access to documents dating back more than 1,000 years – including a rare 10th century 

Anglo-Saxon charter, Florence Nightingale’s letters and Jane Austen’s baptism record 
 

The Record Office officially opened on 20 October 1947, in the former premises of a bank in the 

city’s High Street. It relocated to the County Council’s Castle Avenue offices in 1959, then to St 

Thomas’s church in 1972, before moving to its current, purpose-built premises on Sussex Street, in 
1993.  The Record Office offers free on-site and online access to fascinating items, including Poor 

Law records, title deeds, maps, photographs, diaries and parish registers - all stored in climate-

controlled strong rooms.  Wessex Film and Sound Archive, also based at the Record Office, brings 
history to life through 38,000 visual and audio recordings, from late Victorian times to the present 

day. 

 

Don’t Bottle it Up 

 

The County Council has launched a new online tool that lets people work out how much alcohol they 

are drinking and how this affects their health.  Don’t Bottle It Up - https://dontbottleitup.org.uk/ - also 
offers free and confidential advice, as well as information on local support."  It’s free, quick and 

confidential. 

 
In response to new evidence on the risks to health posed by alcohol, the official advice on sensible 

drinking limits, is that both men and women should not drink more than 14 units a week, on a regular 

basis. They should also spread their drinking over three or more days, and if they want to cut down, to 
have several drink-free days each week.  14 units of alcohol a week is the equivalent to drinking six 

pints of average-strength beer or less than a bottle and a half of wine (a 750ml bottle of red, white or 

rosé wine (ABV 13.5%) contains 10 units).  An estimated 26.5% of Hampshire residents drink above 

the safe recommended levels for alcohol each week. This represents about 283,000 people across the 
County. 15.8% of adults reported binge drinking on their heaviest drinking day (women more than six 

units, men more than eight units).  In 2015/16, there were approximately 6,500 hospital admissions in 

Hampshire, either as direct result of alcohol or where alcohol was a significant contributing factor. 

                

Patricia Stallard 

Executive Member for Public Health, 
Supporting Families; Emergency Planning & Resilience  

County Councillor for Winchester Southern Parishes    
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