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Top Preference 

 

Around nine out of ten children in Hampshire starting at a new school in September have been accepted 
into their first choice. Newly released figures from the Department for Education show that in Hampshire 

93 per cent of children beginning either primary or secondary education will be joining their preferred 

school, a similar rate to those who started in 2017. 
 

High Academic Performance by Hampshire’s 11 year olds 

 

A higher percentage of Hampshire’s primary school children have met the expected standards in their 

Standard Assessment Tests [SATs] than their peers nationally, according to provisional results published 
by the Department for Education [on 10

th
 July 2018].  

 

• Reading: 78 per cent versus 75 per cent nationally (and 76 per cent for Hampshire in 2017) 
• Writing: 82 per cent versus 78 per cent nationally (and 81 per cent for Hampshire in 2017  

• Mathematics: 78 per cent compared with 76 per cent nationally (and 77 per cent for Hampshire in 2017)  

 

Grants for Hampshire Communities 
 

The County Council has awarded £75,000 to support local community groups, which include community 

fun days, swimming lessons, children’s playgroups, etc.  In addition, Wickham Parish Council received 
£1,000 to support consultation with a wide range of local groups, and develop themes to be included in 

song. This is part of a community project leading up to the celebration in 2020 of the 900
th
 anniversary of 

St Nicholas Church and to mark changes to the area. 
 

A reminder that community groups/parish councils/churches can also apply to me for a Councillor grant.  

Visit www.hants.gov.uk and use the search words ‘Councillor Grants’ where you will find the grant 

criteria.  Please email me first to share your thoughts on your group project, you can then proceed with the 
application, which must be done online. 

 

Domestic Abuse 
 

Nobody should have to experience abuse and I hope that anyone affected will seek help by ringing the 

confidential Hampshire Domestic Abuse Helpline on 03300 165 112.  This helpline provides help to 
women, men, young people and children experiencing any form of domestic abuse, not just physical 

abuse. The service, which is delivered by The YOU Trust and Southern Domestic Abuse Service (SDAS), 

provides a comprehensive service including refuge, as well as community support for those suffering from 

the effects of domestic abuse.   
 

Free confidential support around drinking is also available by calling the Hampshire Alcohol Helpline on 

0300 303 3539. 
 

Charter to support Carers 

 

Hampshire County Council and the local NHS in the county have launched the first ever Hampshire 
Carers Charter, as part of a new five year strategy for supporting adults in Hampshire who help or look 

after a friend or family member on an unpaid basis. 

  
There are an estimated 133,000 Carers currently in Hampshire, making a huge contribution to our 

communities by helping to care for those who need support.  The Hampshire Joint Carers 

Strategy  outlines how health and social care professionals, alongside the voluntary sector, will work 
together to: 

• identify and recognise people who are looking after someone in their community, to ensure that they are 

aware of the support available to them  

• support carers’ physical health and emotional wellbeing  
• help carers to have a life alongside caring  

http://www.hants.gov.uk/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/adultsocialcare/supportforcarers
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/adultsocialcare/supportforcarers


• support young adult Carers aged under 25 years 
• reach out to ‘seldom heard’ carers, such as Travellers or Carers in rural communities. 

Further information about support for Carers can be found at:  

 www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/adultsocialcare/supportforcarers 
 

Emergency Care 

 
If you are caring for someone who needs your help due to a health condition, disability or frailty, you may 

find it useful to know that Hampshire County Council fund emergency planning for carers.  Up to 48 

hours free care may be available for the person you care for in the event of an emergency.  This is a free 

service and no adult services assessment is needed.  Telephone Freephone 0800 1691577. 
 

Carbon Monoxide 

 
Be aware of the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning if you are camping or glamping this summer.  

With the festival season upon us and the school summer holidays in sight the County Council is raising 

awareness of the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning for campers. 

 
The golden rule is never to use barbecues or any cooking equipment inside tents, or take them into the tent 

after they have been used, even if it’s raining outside. Barbecues give off carbon monoxide gas (CO), 

which is poisonous. It is not a problem in the open air because it is dispersed and concentrations are low, 
but it can be particularly dangerous in enclosed spaces. Camping is great fun, but we want people to be 

aware of the risks and to keep themselves safe. 

 
Carbon monoxide is a poisonous gas that has no smell or taste. It is heavier than air, so builds up at 

ground level, which is especially dangerous for people who sleep on or close to the ground – for example, 

when camping in a tent. The human body can deal with a small level of CO, but it takes a long time to 

clear, so repeated small exposures can accumulate.   
 

Hampshire Record Office 

 
From parchment to digital data, across eight miles of shelving, Hampshire Record Office preserves more 

than 1,000 years of Hampshire’s history and now it has achieved national recognition.  The County 

Council’s archives and local studies service has been awarded the Archive Service Accreditation, the UK 
quality standard for the archives industry. 

  

Accessed by 14,000 people every year Hampshire County Council’s Record Office, in Winchester, is 

responsible for the County’s archives and local studies collections  Designated as outstanding and a world 
class collection, the archives form a unique treasure trove of stories from the past, ranging from letters by 

Florence Nightingale and Jane Austen, to war diary entries from the Western Front recording the 

Christmas Truce of 1914, to a rare 10
th
 century Anglo-Saxon charter. 

   

The Record Office is also home to Wessex Film and Sound Archive which cares for some 38,000 

recordings, dating back to the 1890s, including footage of soldiers returning from the Boer War in 1902, 

Churchill speeches, and evocative film of the magnificent Cunard liners of yesteryear. 
  

Anyone is welcome to delve into these fascinating resources by visiting Hampshire Record Office, in 

Winchester (9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 4pm on first and third Saturdays). A range of 
social media – including Facebook, Twitter and a blog opens up this treasure-chest of history to a wider 

audience. To find out more and sign up for the e-newsletter, visit www.hants.gov.uk/archives 
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